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The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region, (hereinafter called the Board) finds that,

1. The City of Martinez (hereinafter called the discharger) by
application dated February 27, 1983, has applied for renewal of waste
discharge requirements and a permit to discharge wastes under the
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination Systen (NPDES).

2. The discharger treats about four million gallons per day (mrd ) of
municipal water by coagulation, clarification, and filtration. Sludge
is gravity thickened and then discharged to evaporation ponds. During
wet weather, the ponds may become full, necessitating discharge of
ponded rainwater in order to facilitate sludge drying. The discharge
would occur several t.imes a year at a maximum daily rat.e of .04 mgd
via overflow w.."irs into a buried drain pipe which empties int.o an
unnamed watercourse at. a point. in t.he Shell oil Company I s Martinez
Refinery, about. 2500 feet. east fron its Pacheco Gate No.2. The
watercourse is tributary to Carquinez Strait, a water of -the United
States near Bulls Head.

3. The discharge is currently governed by Waste Discharge Requirements,
Order No. 79-38, which allow discharge inot Carquinez Strait.

4. The Regional Board adopted a revised Water Quality Control Plan for
the San Francisco Bay Region (Basin Plan) on .IuIy 21, 1982. The Basin
Plan contains water quality objectives for Suisun Bay.

5. The beneficial uses of Carquinez Strait and contiguous waters are,

a. Recreation (contact and non-contact)
b. Fish migration and spawning
c. Habitat for wildlife and estuarine organisms Lno.ludinq some rare

and endangered species
d. Industrial water supply
e. Esthetic enjoyment
f. Navigation
q. C'-emmercia1 and sport fishing

6. The issuance of waste discharge requiranents for this discharge is
exB~)t from t.he provisions of Chapter 3 (cannencing wit.h Sa~tion

21000) of Division 13 of the Public Resources Code in accordance wit.h
Water Code Sect.ion 13389.






















